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cend you @ MEsSage L &
ssth  birthday for you!
Special Number. It s an
unfortunate fact that 1n
India the political leader
is placed on the same foo-
ting as the prophet. Out-
side India, pzople celebrate
the birthdav of their Pro-
phets. It is only in India
that the birthdays of both
Prophets as well as the
politicians are celebrated.
It is a pity that it should
be so, Personally, [ do not
like the celebration of my
birthday. I am too much
of a democrat to relish
man-worship which I re-
gard as perversion of de-
mocracy. Admiration,
love, regard and respect
for a Jeader, if he desery s
__them, are permissible anq
ipould be cnougt for bort
] h.:r'Eﬁ;m; a{]j ﬂ-le follo-
fdfad:r isu : e L
S A
inP ; ;' Lis demoralis.-
this i aﬁ”ﬁﬁ“‘ ! suppose

deors o e the poiny,
P;‘afgzda poﬁlrlml leader js
o ¢same footing
“eile Prophet, he myqy
pla}‘r the role of the Pro-
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het and give a messags
to his followers in same
way as the prophets did.
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What message

give to the Untouchables?
| cannot give them a me-
ssace but I can tell them
a tale from Greek Mytho-
logy and point out the

mo:al. This tale js conta-
ined in a Homeric Hymn
alddressed to the Greek
Goddess D:meter. This
hymn to Demeter relates
how the great Goddess, in
_the course of her wantien
Ings in search of her day-
ghter, came to the court
of Kelems. No one recog-
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the borrowed form of 3
humble w-:[n_urse: ant
Queen Metoneira r:ntruz-;t_-
ed to her care her latest
born child the infant De-
mophoon after - wards
known as Tripltolemos.

Every evening, behind
c]{}ﬁed-doorﬂ! while the
household was asleep,
Deme er took little De-
mophoon out of his com-
fortable cradle and with
apdarent cruelty, though
moved in reality by a
great love and desirous of
bringing him eventually
to the state of godhood,
laid the naked child on a
glowing bed of embers.
The child, D :m=t-r, endu-
res the fiery charcoal he
gathess streagth from the
ordeal Something super-
human is fostered in his,
su;n:thing robust some-
thmg beyond al] hope
glorious, But Metoneira
becoming anxious, says
:3]:1111 lﬁgﬁﬂt?, burst Suddenly

Cvening in tha
where the exp:rimen:-ox?ﬁi
;’Clhﬂg “arried onand gyjdeq
OY her l'ﬂ.ISfaken fﬁars t-h.l"'l.lst

at her




‘work of forging the super-
man, pushed away the
‘embers and took away the
child with the result that
she saved the child but
lost the superman and
eventual god.”

What does this tale
teach? To my mind, it
teaches that greatness can
be achieved only by stru-
gele and sacrifice. Neither
‘manhood nor, godhood
can be obtained without
going through the ordeal
of fire. Fire purifies, fire
strengthens. So does str-
uggle and suffering. No
down-trodden man can
achieve greatness unless he
i1s prepared for struggle
and suffering, He must
be ready to sacrifice the

" comforts and even the

necessities of the present
for building up his future,

To use the language of the

~ Bible for the rase of life
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all are called but only few
aré chosen. Why? The
reason is obvious. Most
~down-trodden men fail to
‘achieve greatness in this
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race of life bucavae 1
have nol the.couri

the determinatie o v &0
rifice the pleasure: of the
present for the ne:ds of
their future.

Can there be a better
and a greater message than
what is contained in this
legend? [ can find none.
It is the best and the most
appropriate message I can
think of for the Untouch-
ables. I am aware of their
struggle and their suffer-
ings. | am aware that in
their struggle for liberty
they have suffered more
than I have. With all this.
I can give them no other
message. My message is
struggle, and more strug-
gle sacrifice and more
sacrifice. 1t is struggle
and struggle alone without
counting the sarifizes or
sufferings that will bring
their emancipatisn. No-
thing ¢'se will. |

The Untouchables must

develop @ collective wijll
1o ris¢ and resist and must
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believe in the sacredness
of their task and d_ew:!up
common determination
o achieve their goal.
‘heir task is so great and
& purpose 50 noble that
all Untouchables should
join in a prayer and say

“Blessed are they who
are alive to the duty of
raising thoseamong whom
they are born. Blessed
are they who vow Lo give
the flower of their days,
their strength of souly and
body and their mite, to
further the campaign of
resistance to s'avery. Bles-
sed are they who resolve--
come good, come evil,
come sunshing come tem-
pst, come honour come
dishonour - not 1o stop
until  the Untouchables
have fully recovered their
manhood. =
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